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Fig. 12.16 Spheroidal-cell carcinoma of breast in-
filtrating tissue spaces. The tumour cells are still
obviously epithelial, and nuclear changes are not
gross, but there is no trace of glandular differentia-
tion, x 300.

and not of the tumour cells. It is thus an es-
sentially different mode of classification. For
example both spheroidal-cell carcinoma and
adenocarcinoma can be either scirrhous (hard)
or encephaloid (soft).

(1) Scirrhous carcinoma* is one that shows a
very dense fibrous reaction (Fig. 12.18) which
is responsible for its hardness. The term is used
most often for breast cancer and for the curi-
ous 'signet-ring' cell carcinomas of the stomach
(Fig. 19.41, p, 617).

(2)  Encephaloid carcinoma (Fig. 12.19) has
minimal stroma and so is soft and 'brain-like' to
the touch. The term is rarely used except for
the uncommon soft carcinomas of the breast.

These two types appear and feel very differ-
ent, but behave in much the same way.

Special types of carcinoma

The names of some carcinomas reflect a striking
appearance linked to a distinctive behaviour.
Examples include clear-cell carcinoma of the
*Scirrhus: a hard swelling.
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Fig. 12.17 Mucous carcinoma. The tumour cells,
still in this case with some traces of glandular
arrangement, lie in large pools of mucin. x 65.

Fig. 12.18 'Scirrhous' carcinoma of breast, with
dense poorly cellular collagen between the tumour
cell groups. In this case, in contrast to Fig. 12.16,
some of the cell groups (bottom right) show some
glandular differentiation, x 240.